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Last week our county’s Police and Crime Panel agreed with my proposal to 
increase the council tax for policing by just under two per cent.  
 
It wasn’t a choice I took lightly because I do realise many people in the county 
are struggling financially and paying extra for any public service is not welcome.  
I’m certainly not of the view you only solve problems by just spending more 
money, particularly when it’s not yours!   As Suffolk’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner I must set the budget and ultimately it’s my responsibility for the 
amount of money I delegate to the Chief Constable to spend on policing in 
Suffolk. As it happens, the extra cost for a Band D household is less than a penny 
per day or around the cost of a pint of beer in a year. 
 
I’d also like to share with you some of the challenges ahead and the reasons why 
this increase is necessary. The extra money raised from this increase is  
£830,000 per year so taking the reduction in our funding into account, the 
budget for the financial next year will remain almost the same as this year.  
 
I’m well aware many businesses facing similar difficulties find ways of managing 
and I must reassure everyone we continue to look very carefully at every penny 
we spend in the Constabulary because we must do everything possible to 
maintain Suffolk’s reputation as a very safe county in which to live and work in.  
 
Some of the main challenges facing us are the requirement to pay the new 
apprenticeship levy and an increased contribution towards the state pension 
funds; together they’ll cost around £2.5 million next year. I’m certainly not 
against helping our young people at all - the apprenticeship scheme is a very 
good idea, but it does cost money! 
 
So I really hope you understand why the increase was recommended and 
through this combination of asking each household to pay a little more and a 
relentless focus on efficiency we can continue next year with some crucial plans 
that will help to keep our homes and businesses safe – that includes further 
investment in Body Worn Video cameras, road safety andcyber crime, plus 
recruitment of extra police officers. After all it’s only by working together we’ll 
continue to keep Suffolk safe. 
 


