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One area of community safety in Suffolk is causing considerable concern is the 

use of illegal drugs and the associated rise in the levels of violent crime. This 

concern has risen quite quickly up the public agenda if the feedback from our 

public meetings and correspondence to the office is anything to go by.  People 

and businesses are seeking reassurance the problem is being dealt with 

effectively. Our county does have the deserved reputation of being one of the 

safest counties in the country, so when an increase in the recorded levels of 

violent crime occurs, there’s an understandable anxiety about what is happening 

in our community. 

 

I’ve discussed drug related crime with the Chief Constable on several occasions 

and it’s really pleasing to hear of the recent successes our own police force and 

other agencies are having in targeting drug related criminality - this work will 

continue for the foreseeable future. One of the reasons I’m so keen to try and 

reduce demand for illegal drugs in Suffolk is because I’ve seen at first hand the 

devastating consequences substance misuse can have on individuals, families 

and whole communities. And if we are to really deal with this difficulty we must 

all share the responsibility because the police cannot possibly do all of this on 

their own. 

 

Part of the solution is reducing the demand for drugs and that’s why I continue to 

provide grants and funding when possible to other organisations who 

unfortunately have suffer from addiction. I believe society needs to adopt a 

carrot and stick approach so the drug suppliers are likely to be caught and 



punished, whilst initiatives are taken to reduce demand and help addicts 

overcome their dependency.  

 

One of the organisations supported through our Safer Suffolk Fund is Talitha 

Koum who provides compassion and support to exclusively to women struggling 

with addiction. The money helps fund a residential centre to support women 

who are recovering from an addiction, perhaps lead chaotic lives and have 

dysfunctional families – they can also access therapy and counseling. My 

understanding is women in this precarious situation can be particularly 

vulnerable to exploitation by criminal gangs and others who show know care or 

compassion for those who are less fortunate.  

 

Focus12 works across the county providing specialist treatment/rehabilitation 

services for those with substance misuse issues. The grant funding provided 

(again from our Safer Suffolk Fund) enables Focus12 to work with offending 

addicts who are known to local recovery forums and IOM teams and provides a 

minimum of four weeks’ worth of residential treatment. Those achieving a 

placement are housed, supported around substance misuse issues and treated 

for underlying psychological issues. I really hope and believe the work trying to 

reduce drug dependency will lead to a reduction of recorded crime, especially 

when repeat offenders are helped – it will be fascinating to study the results 

when the program is completed. 

 

Many other voluntary organisations and agencies make a huge contribution to 

tackling addiction in Suffolk and I’m sure we are all very grateful for what they 



do. Some of this work involves what are called “diversionary tactics” using sport 

or cultural activities for children and very often this can help prevent youngsters 

from reaching a tipping point. As a dad I do know for any parent bringing up 

children in society knowing the difference between right and wrong and 

equipping them to make the best choices in life isn’t necessarily straightforward! 

That’s one of the many reasons I’m so supportive of organisations like the 

Volunteer Police Cadets. These bodies rather like schools, are not there to 

replace the role of parents, but to help and support our children have the best 

start in life that’s possible. 

 

And so I’m completely committed to doing whatever is possible to tackle the 

consequences of addiction as long as I am Suffolk’s Police and Crime 

Commissioner. The road ahead for dealing with substance misuse will probably 

be long and arduous, but I’d like to reassure everyone I’m confident this carrot 

and stick approach will be successful - and keep Suffolk safe. 

 

 


