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As Police and Crime Commissioner for Suffolk I don’t usually have the 

opportunity to go out on police patrols and that isn’t particularly surprising as 

I’m not a police officer, but last week I caught a glimpse of the great work being 

carried out by the Constabulary dealing with youth gangs in our county town 

 

As your Police and Crime Commissioner my role is to look after the public 

interest, set the budget and hold the Chief Constable to account to make sure our 

county is kept as safe as possible. However, earlier this month I was delighted to 

have the rare opportunity to venture out on patrol with Suffolk Constabulary’s 

new Urban Street Gang Unit (USGU) in the Jubilee Park area of Ipswich.  

 

Firstly, I must tell you how impressive the Urban Street Gang Unit is - they 

operate as a very professional and dedicated team in what I’m quite sure can be 

very difficult circumstances. Their engagement with the local community, 

including teenagers, and their knowledge of the area, was simply superb and I’ve 

absolutely no doubt the unit is making an enormous contribution to reducing the 

drugs problem and improving safety in Ipswich. To be frank, if I hadn’t been with 

the patrol I really wouldn’t have known they were police officers at all! Everyone 

was in plain clothes – some were on foot, some on bikes and some in unmarked 

cars, it was very impressive. 

 

As we walked around, I reflected on how very grateful we should all to the men 

and women in Suffolk Constabulary who put themselves at considerable 



personal risk to keep us safe. Many of them of course are mums and dads with 

young children at home.  It’s very easy to take what they do for granted. 

 

The background to forming the USGU started some time ago as a result of 

Operation Woven, which is a proactive and concerted approach to tackling 

recent criminal activity and associated anti-social behaviour in Ipswich. 

There has been tremendous success with over 150 arrests and more than 50 

people prosecuted for drug related offences in the last few months.  

 

As it happened whilst I was out with the USGU three juveniles were arrested for 

possession of a significant quantity of Class A drugs that afternoon.   I was 

actually shocked at how brazen this sordid trade can be.  This was during the 

afternoon in broad daylight, it just shows how valuable the work of the USGU is.  

Sadly, one of the tragic consequences of the drugs trade is London based criminal 

gangs targeting young teenagers in Ipswich to act for them as mules.   Once 

youngsters become members of gangs and their lives descend into a pretty 

terrifying and dangerous spiral.  

 

I‘ve often said the police cannot solve these problems in society on their own – 

we all have a moral obligation to help and the way our young people are brought 

up is critical, so they do know the difference between right and wrong and  

parents have the major responsibility here. As Police Commissioner I fund many 

schemes to support young people through our grant scheme which I hope will 

complement the good work of the Constabulary.  



That said I absolutely believe the USGU has got off to an excellent start in keeping 

the streets of Ipswich much safer, so well done them and good luck for the 

future! 

 

Lastly I must stress how important it is to contact the police if you see anything 

suspicious, so please don’t hold back. Call 101 or if you’d rather report 

anonymously then call Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 


