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Talking about the weather is quite commonplace for us here in the UK and I 

suppose it’s largely because there can be huge variations from day to day and of 

course the recent summer weather has been no exception.  

But there’s a serious issue I would like to share with you as we enjoy this finer 

weather and spend more time outside, and that concerns drinking and driving 

which, with the other fatal four,  continues to cause serious injuries and fatalities 

on Suffolk’s roads. This has been brought into sharp focus recently with the case 

of Lauren Danks who was tragically killed by a serial drunk driver on the A11 at 

Barton Mills – she was only 22 years old. Whilst I don’t know all the details of 

this tragedy, I hope we can all recognise how families, friends, colleagues and 

whole communities can be seriously affected by such incidents – and I believe it’s 

perfectly reasonable to assume this situation should never have happened and 

was 100 per cent avoidable. 

And as I’ve said on previous occasions by all means go and enjoy yourselves, 

especially during these summer evenings when perhaps the barbeque comes out 

and we can all relax in our gardens and on our beautiful beaches, but please be 

responsible and think before you drink. There’s absolutely no excuse for 

drinking and driving – nobody can possible be unaware of the laws of the land in 

this area and of the life shattering consequences that can be the result. You’d 



have thought that after around 50 years after breathalysers and restrictions 

came in, everyone would have got the message loud and clear. Sadly there still 

remains a tiny minority of selfish individuals who have total disregard for other 

people’s safety and their own. Let me make it crystal clear in my role as Police 

and Crime Commissioner I will continue to do whatever I can to support Suffolk ’s 

Roads Policing Unit with their various campaigns to keep our road network safe 

and the traffic flowing. Attempting to place a value on road fatalities o r injuries is 

almost impossible - how can anyone put a value on the loss of a loved one or a 

life changing accident?  

That’s why I will continue to do everything I can to prioritise extra resources for 

our roads policing team and the enforcement initiatives on the “Fatal Four” that 

support them.  Sadly, I’m not sure enough of us realise that when we drive we 

are in charge of a potentially lethal weapon that can have devastating 

consequences when not handled properly. Improving road safety is raised very 

frequently in the correspondence I receive in the office and at our public 

meetings and the topic of suitable penalties and sentencing arises, especially 

when they are believed to be too lenient.  I was particularly pleased that earlier 

this year the sentencing guidelines for excessive speed were revised and the 

sanctions increased. Maybe now is the time to consider once again whether the 



sentencing powers for the courts are set at the appropriate levels and I will raise 

this at the Suffolk Roadsafe Board and the Local Criminal Justice Board. 

Can I finish by saying, we must all remember the various highways rules and 

regulations are there for a purpose and that is to keep us all safe and sound. Too 

many people are killed and serious injured on our roads and it’s pretty obvious 

traffic volumes will continue to increase – so let’s pledge to work together to 

improve driving standards, and never drink and drive. 


