
Bury Free Press August 2017  
 
 

Statistics released last week showed that national child arrest rates have fallen by 

around two thirds in the last six years from 250,000 to just over 87,000 – a very 

significant reduction, and the good news is that in Suffolk the arrest rate has 

declined even further, by more than three quarters.   

From the outset this is very encouraging as arresting children is surely a last resort, 

but equally, I wouldn’t want any body to think there is a deliberate policy in Suffolk 

to “go soft on young offenders”, because that is certainly not the case!  

I have tried to be crystal clear with everyone, I believe all children should be brought 

up to know the difference between right and wrong and to respect the rule of law in 

our society. It’s certainly true that being a parent is not always the easiest of 

occupations but and we all have a responsibility as adults to set a good example to 

the younger generations in the way we behave. 

 

One aspects of my role as Suffolk’s Police and Crime Commissioner that I particularly 

enjoy is my work with the voluntary sector. I have a fund which provides grants to 

help deliver the Police and Crime Plan objectives throughout the county and many of 

the grants are used for supporting voluntary and not-for-profit organisations 

working with youngsters. This fund is managed on my behalf by Suffolk Community 

Foundation. 

 

My office has supported several projects in West Suffolk and I really believe this has 

helped reduce the number of children getting into trouble with the police – what 



some people call diversionary tactics.  Last year Junction 10 used their grant to 

provide counselling and coaching in the Bury St Edmunds area for youngsters aged 8 

upwards. Sadly the children they support often suffer with anger management, 

anxiety or depression for a wide range of reasons. It is so sad to hear of young 

people caught up in a toxic atmosphere of violence abuse and addiction so it’s not 

surprising too many end up with behavioural difficulties. Quite often finding long 

term solutions to these difficulties requires a multi agency approach which costs the 

taxpayer dearly. We know prevention is better than cure, so in a compassionate 

society (like Suffolk) we must do what we can to help those who are less fortunate, 

especially children. 

 

I also allocate funding to Positive Futures, an organisation which supports young and 

is making a huge contribution to this diversionary work.  Last year over 600 children 

attended the activities they run in the west of the county. I’ve been lucky enough to 

see some of them at first hand in Newmarket with their Street Sport programme.  In 

Brandon every Wednesday evening (between 8.30pm and 9.30pm for those aged 14 

and over) they run a Street Dance programme.  Positive Futures offer young people 

a positive alternative to crime and violence, giving them positive role models and an 

opportunity to gain qualifications. It is a chance to set them on the right path to be 

good citizens and make a positive contribution to Suffolk. 

 

On a different tack there’s an ever increasing need to keep everyone safe on line, 

particularly young children - it’s only a few years ago this problem didn’t really exist. 

Many young children - and parents - are not fully aware of this online threat. That’s 



why last month I was delighted to launch a £100,000 Stay Safe Online Fund, which 

awards grants of up to £10,000 to help improve the understanding and 

consequences of staying safe online. So whilst I’ve been able to highlight a few of the 

programmes that I hope have, and will, continue to help reduce the level of child 

arrests in Suffolk, we all need to play our part in ensuring children don’t enter the 

world of work with a criminal record – that can have a very negative impact on 

career prospects for the rest of their life! 

To find out more about the Suffolk Police and Crime Commissioner’s Fund and the 

Stay Safe Online Fund visit www.suffolkcf.org.uk 
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